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From the President’s Desk  - December/January 2025/2026 

 

Greetings, and my wish to everyone for a Merry Christmas and a very Happy New Year! 

 

The 2025 CWRT meetings and dinners that took place in September, October, and November 

have proven to be a great success with 115 members of the Round Table. In November, we 

witnessed nearly 100 attendees at our Dinner/Meeting, which was a record.  

 

Our success is due in large part to the great efforts of Dr. Jerre Wilson, Mr. David Hamon, 

and Mr. Scott Boyd, who have all done a masterful job in locating and arranging for our guest 

speakers to come to Fredericksburg and provide us with a great variety of interesting 

presentations on Civil War history. Their efforts will continue through 2026, as well.  Thank 

you, Gentlemen! 

 

Due to the Herculean efforts of George Fenton, Paul Scott and Jerre Wilson, a document 

known as the CWRT Administrative Procedures Document has been created.  This 25+ page 

document describes in specific detail the responsibilities of each and every Board Member. 

While no Board Member will be a permanent fixture, the Administrative Procedures 

Document serves as “Turn Over File” of duties for every present and future Board Member. 

In the past, no such document existed that described these duties, and this list of specific 

responsibilities is a great step forward for our Round Table. While the final document will be 

voted on in January 2026, my sincere thanks and praise to these three gentlemen for their 

excellent work and dedication to our Round Table.  

 

Our 28 January dinner/meeting will be a most excellent dinner/presentation: Shipwreck on the 

Potomac; Disaster in Pursuit of Lincoln’s Killer and presented by Karen Stone. Karen has 

been the museum division manager for St. Mary’s County, Maryland, since 2017, and is a 

member of our CWRT of Fredericksburg. We look forward to this fascinating presentation, 

which will be a great way to start the 2026 year.  

 

I hope that everyone will enjoy a wonderful Christmas with Family and Friends, and that the 

New Year will be a tremendous time for us all.  Also, a gentle reminder to PLEASE contact 

our Round Table Secretary, Ms. Elizabeth Daly, to make your dinner reservations for January 

28
th

. Elizabeth’s email is: elizabethdaly2003@gmail.com. Reservations must be made before 

noon on the 26
th

 of January.   

mailto:elizabethdaly2003@gmail.com


It is an honor and a privilege for me to serve as the President of the Civil War Round Table of 

Fredericksburg. I look forward to seeing all of our members, our new members, and our 

guests at the January 28
th

 meeting of our Round Table.  

 

My very best regards,  

Bruce H. “Doc” Norton – President CWRT of Fredericksburg   

 

 

JANUARY 28, 2026 MEETING 

 

DISASTER IN PURSUIT OF LINCOLN’S KILLERS 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
In the days following President Lincoln’s assassination, a lesser-known tragedy unfolded on 

the Potomac River. As the nation grappled with the loss of its leader and the hunt for his killer 

intensified, a collision between two vessels resulted in the deaths of 87 people, including 

recently freed Union soldiers and civilian volunteers. This is the story of the Black Diamond 

disaster – a tale of sacrifice, duty, and unforeseen consequences in the pursuit of justice.  This 

tragedy unfolded on April 24, 1865, when a large sidewheel steamer, known as the 

“Massachusetts,” collided with the coal barge “Black Diamond” on the Potomac River. The 

disaster occurred at approximately 1:00 a.m. as the steamer navigated from Alexandria to City 

Point, Virginia. In total, 87 lives were lost, including four United States Quartermaster 

Department employees who were later laid to rest in the Alexandria National Cemetery.  

Historian and author Karen Stone will help us understand this little-known local disaster. 

 
 

SPEAKER: KAREN STONE 

 
Karen Stone has been the Museum Division Manager for St. Mary’s 

County, Maryland, since 2017. She did her undergraduate work at 

Gettysburg College and obtained her master’s degree at Penn State 

University. She received her first museum job while still in middle 

school and has been working in the museum field ever since. She has 

been a Lincoln fan and student of his assassination since childhood, 

so she was naturally fascinated when she first heard this story with its 

connection to Lincoln and John Wilkes Booth. She was surprised to 

find it had been overlooked by history, which was enough to get her 



started on learning more and making sure the world would not forget again. She published 

“Shipwreck on the Potomac: Disaster in Pursuit of Lincoln’s Killers” in April 2025.  She has 

also authored many articles, and is a frequent lecturer on U.S., state and local history.  Karen 

and her husband live in Fredericksburg, Virginia.  In her spare time, she sings with the 

Chamber Chorale of Fredericksburg and at as many Fredericksburg Nationals baseball games 

as she can. 
 

NOVEMBER MEETING REVIEW 

 

John C. Fremont was one of the most interesting men of the mid-19
th

 

century in America.  He was a complex individual who made history 

by his excursions in the West and becoming the first presidential 

nominee for the newly formed Republican Party.  However, it was 

his issuance of an Emancipation Proclamation in Missouri in August 

1861 that is most remembered.  He apparently thought he had carte 

blanche authority to do whatever he wanted.  Lincoln wasn’t ready 

for such a bold move and revoked Fremont’s proclamation.  That 

was the beginning of the strained relationship between Fremont and 

Lincoln.  Fremont had successes in various positions, but he also 

made many mistakes throughout his career.  John Bicknell provided 

an excellent overview of Fremont’s career and his place in American history. 
 
 

SPEAKER SPONSORSHIP 

  

Special thanks to Beth Daly for her sponsorship of this month’s program.  Please consider 

sponsoring a program.  It’s a great way to support our Round Table.  

  

  

TOYS FOR TOTS DRIVE 

 

Many thanks to everyone who brought a toy to the November meeting.  We collected many 

gifts that will bring happiness to kids in our community. 

 
 
 

UPCOMING PRESENTATIONS 

  

The Civil War Round Table of Fredericksburg, Inc.   

  

 February 25, 2026 Meade and Lee’s Commanding Machines at Gettysburg 

   Speaker: Doug Douds 

 

March 25, 2026 The Richmond Bread Riots 

   Speaker: Ashley Whitehead Luskey 

 



For a complete list of presentations see: http://www.cwrtf.org/Program-Year-2025-2026  

  

For other lectures, meetings, and other civil war events please see our website calendar, 

http://www.cwrtf.org/view-calendar.  

 
 
_______________________________________________________________  
 

MEMBERSHIP MINUTE 

JANUARY 2026 

 

Happy New Year to all!  As we begin a new series of interesting programs, we wish to thank 

all the members for their continued support of the CWRTF. 

 

Your Board of Directors is working on a new set of new member recruiting guides with a 

view toward including all the membership in new member recruiting and retention!  Stay 

tuned for details.  Suffice it to say, membership retention sustainment falls to all of us. 

We are working on a few new and novel ideas for including the CWRTF in the 

commemoration activities for America250 in our region.  Stay tuned for more information as 

we develop a plan. 

 

As a we look toward a new year, your program committee is hard at work cooking up some 

great presentations for the ’26-27 program year, including one or two surprises and a very 

cool virtual guest presenter from New Orleans!  Our experiment with Gary Gallagher was a 

huge success, so we will try some more tasty treats during the next program year. 

 

In thinking as I do about international affairs and U.S. Foreign Policy, I stumbled across this 

video from a series narrated by Ron Coddington entitled “Life on the Civil War Research 

Trail.”  The memoirs of Lt. Gen. and President Ulysses S. Grant are filled with subtle—and 

not so subtle—commentaries. Here's one, which appears at the end of his second volume, and 

it speaks to American power and the future.  Worth a view:  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=A9cGQJqAlkA 

 

Here is a post by a scholar specializing in Civil War Memory that discusses the recent Netflix 

mini-series on President Garfield entitled “Death by Lightning.”  Although not about Civil 

War History per se (aficionados among you will recall Garfield served in the Civil War, one 

of five future presidents to do so), it accurately portrays Black Union Members of the Grand 

Army of the Republic appearing at a rally at the Republican National Convention in Chicago 

in 1880.  As veterans and citizens, they wanted to participate in shaping their own futures as 

well as that of the country.  You can learn more by reading at Substack Kevin Levin’s posts 

(kevinmlevin@substack.com).  

 

This represents a particularly interesting topic for discussion among CWRT members across 

the country as we prepare to observe the Semiquincentennial of our country.   

http://www.cwrtf.org/view-calendar
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=A9cGQJqAlkA
mailto:kevinmlevin@substack.com


Finally, I was curious as to what the country was thinking on the occasion of the 150
th

 

Anniversary of the country.  I stumbled across this excellent speech by Calvin Coolidge given 

on July 5, 1926:   

 https://coolidgefoundation.org/resources/inspiration-of-the-declaration-of-

independence/ 

 

His speech is extraordinary for many reasons but here are a few thought-provoking quotes: 

     --"At the end of 150 years the four corners of the earth unite in coming to Philadelphia as 

to a holy shrine in grateful acknowledgement of a service so great, which a few inspired men 

here rendered to humanity, that it is still the preeminent support of free government 

throughout the world." 

     --"Amid all the clash of conflicting interests, amid all the welter of partisan politics, every 

American can turn for solace and consolation to the Declaration of Independence and the 

Constitution of the United States with the assurance and confidence that those two great 

charters of freedom and justice remain firm and unshaken." 

    --"It was not because it was proposed to establish a new nation, but because it was proposed 

to establish a nation on new principles..." 

    --"A very positive echo of what the Dutch had done in 1581, and what the English were 

preparing to do, appears in the assertion of the Rev. Thomas Hooker of Connecticut as early 

as 1638, when he said in a sermon before the General Court that(:) “The foundation of 

authority is laid in the free consent of the people. 

The choice of public magistrates belongs unto the people by God’s own allowance.” 

    --"The great apostle of this movement was the Rev. John Wise, of Massachusetts (...) Wise 

published a treatise, entitled “The Church’s Quarrel Espoused,” in 1710, which was amplified 

in another publication in 1717. In it he dealt with the principles of civil government. His 

works were reprinted in 1772 and have been declared to have been nothing less than a 

textbook of liberty for our Revolutionary fathers. (...) This preaching reached the 

neighborhood of Thomas Jefferson, who acknowledged that his “best ideas of democracy” 

had been secured at church meetings." 

    --"These great truths were in the air that our people breathed. Whatever else we may say of 

it, the Declaration of Independence was profoundly American." 

    --"Unless the faith of the American people in these religious convictions is to endure, the 

principles of our Declaration will perish. We cannot continue to enjoy the result if we neglect 

and abandon the cause." 

    --"The real heart of the American Government depends upon the heart of the people. It is 

from that source that we must look for all genuine reform. It is to that cause that we must 

ascribe all our results." 

    --"No other theory is adequate to explain or comprehend the Declaration of Independence. 

It is the product of the spiritual insight of the people. We live in an age of science and of 

abounding accumulation of material things. These did not create our Declaration. Our 

Declaration created them.” 

 

 

Comments welcome!  How should our Roundtable commemorate the 250
th

?  Hit me up at 

historycwrtf@gmail.com with your ideas. 

 

https://coolidgefoundation.org/resources/inspiration-of-the-declaration-of-independence/
https://coolidgefoundation.org/resources/inspiration-of-the-declaration-of-independence/
mailto:historycwrtf@gmail.com


 

Until next time, “may love of country lead you!” 

David W Hamon 

 
 
______________________________________________________________ 
 

 

Item of Interest from Alan Zirkle’s History Alert 

 

“Lee, Jackson, and Dr. McGuire”:  Lee-Jackson Day Lecture 

 
Join the Cedar Mountain Battlefield Foundation on Saturday, January 17, 2026, at 5 pm for a 

special Lee-Jackson Day lecture delivered by Harry Sonntag.  Harry will be discussing the 

relationship between Gen Robert E. Lee and Lt Gen Thomas “Stonewall” Jackson and their 

connection through Dr. Hunter Holmes McGuire.  The location is Cedar Run Baptist Church, 

21210 Old Orange Road, Culpeper 22701. 

 

Tickets are $20. 

Register:  https://techbox.flashpoint.xyz/Lite/Event/Profile/33107000 

_________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 

  In-Memoriam 

 

We are saddened to learn of the passing of Enos Richardson, Jr, former president of our round 

table, 2005-2006.  He passed away on November 17, 2025, in Fredericksburg.  Enos was born 

in Mount Kisco, New York on October 31, 1934.  He grew up on Brooke’s Bank Farm on the 

Rappahannock River in Essex County, Virginia. After graduating from Harvard College, he 

served in the U.S. Marine Corps, then worked on Wall Street before returning to Virginia.  He 

earned a law degree from George Washington University and opened a successful law 

practice in Fredericksburg.  He was very active in Civil War preservation efforts.  Along with 

six others, he formed the Central Virginia Battlefield Trust, serving one term as president.  He 

was also active in the formation of the Friends of the Rappahannock.  His leadership and 

many contributions resulted in improvements throughout our community. 

 

The Board of Directors unanimously adopted a resolution recognizing Enos for his 

exceptional commitment to the conservation of natural resources and preservation of open 

spaces, especially Civil War hallowed ground.  Additionally, the Civil War Round Table of 

Fredericksburg made a $100 donation to the Central Virginia Battlefield Trust in his honor. 

.  

 
 
 

 

 

https://techbox.flashpoint.xyz/Lite/Event/Profile/33107000


 

MEETINGS & RESERVATIONS 

 

Meetings are held at the Jepson Alumni Executive Center, University of Mary Washington, 

1119 Hanover St., Fredericksburg, VA.  Cocktails start at 5:30 pm, dinner at 6:30 pm, and 

presentations at 7:30 pm.  Please make your reservations for the January 28 meeting by noon 

January 26 by calling (540) 729-0260, emailing elizabethdaly2003@gmail.com, or  

visiting our website at www.cwrtf.org.  If you must cancel, please do so by noon of the 

Monday prior to the meeting.  Otherwise, you will be responsible for payment. 

 

 

 

 

 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

 
 

 

 

OFFICERS 

 

 President  Bruce "Doc" Norton  recondoc123@gmail.com 

 Vice President  Russell Willis   chipwillis3rd@gmail.com 

 Secretary  Elizabeth "Beth" Daly  elizabethdaly2003@gmail.com 

 Treasurer  George Fenton   gpfenton1974@gmail.com 

 

COMMITTEES 

 

 Program   Jerre Wilson  maxdog222@gmail.com 

 Membership   David Hamon  blungrey@gmail.com 

 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

 

 Bruce "Doc" Nortion  Russell Willis  Elizabeth "Beth" Daly 

 George Fenton   Jerre Wilson  David Hamon 

 Paul T. Scott   Carolyn Elstner  John "Jack" Farrington 

 Stephen Fox   Jane Conner  Patricia Carle 

 

   Website:  www.cwrtf.org  Email:  info@cwrtf.org 

 

 

 

__________________________________________________________________________________ 
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-- CIVIL WAR ROUND TABLE OF FREDERICKSBURG, INC.-- 
 

Membership Application 

 

 
Name: _______________________________________________________________  
Street Address: ________________________________________________________ 
City: ____________________________ State: ________  Zip Code: _________ 
Home/Cell Phone Number: _______________________________________________  
Email: ________________________________________________________________  
Occupation: ____________________________________________________________  
Areas of Civil War Interests: ________________________________________________  
Other Civil War Round Table Memberships: ____________________________________  
 
________________________________________________________________________  
 
 
Membership Categories: 
 
Individual     $  60.00   $________ 
Individual (dual Round Table Member): $  50.00   $________ 
Family (all persons of the same household): $110.00   $________ 
Family (dual Round Table Member):  $100.00   $________ 
Sustaining Member:    $120.00 
Student/NMPS Intern:    No Charge   $________ 
 
      Total Enclosed:  $________ 
 
Consider a Donation to be the Sponsor of a Guest Speaker for $250.00 


